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BELLVILLE, TEXAS. Bellville, the county seat of Austin County, is at the junction of 
State highways 36 and 159 and Farm roads 529, 1456, and 2429, in central Austin County. 
The town was named for Thomas B. Bell,p one of Stephen F. Austin'sp Old Three 
Hundred,p who came to Texas in 1822 and built a residence in the Bellville vicinity in 
1838. In 1846 voters decided to replace San Felipe as county seat with a new community 
near the geographic center of the county. Bell offered to donate 108 acres from the Nichols 
league for the new town. His offer, plus 37% acres from his brother James Bell, was 
officially accepted the following year, and the site was surveyed and laid out in 1848. A 
post office was opened in 1849, and a temporary log courthouse was erected around the 
same time. In 1850 this courthouse was replaced by a larger structure in the central square. 
During the early 1850s several merchants, including Hermann Miller and a man named 
Strother, opened stores around the square. A new brick courthouse was begun in 1854, and 
other businesses opened in the late 1850s. 

The town grew slowly until the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railroad reached it in the 
winter of 1879-80. In four months the population increased from 300 to 522. Brick 
structures replaced wooden ones, and opulent Victorian homes were erected. Bellville 
became a transporting point for the region's cotton crop. In 1898, at the peak of the 
county's cotton boom, 8,626 bales of cotton were shipped from the town. By 1884 Bellville 
had two churches, two hotels, a bakery, a lumberyard, three saloons, twelve general stores, 
a public school, and two weekly newspapers, the Bellville Standard and the Austin County 
Times. Other signs of the town's rapidly growing prosperity included a library in 1886, the 
construction of a new courthouse in 1887, and the opening of the first bank in the early 
1890s. 

The population, which reached 1,000 in the mid-I880s, was heavily German, and the 
town's schools provided instruction in both English and German. The local Tumverein (see 
tumverein movement) opened an opera house in 1889, and a decade later it built a large 
music pavilion on the outskirts of town. Other German institutions included a German 
singing society-the Concordia Gesangverein-the Harloff Beer Hall, the Germania 
Hotel, and German Methodist and Lutheran churches. In 1891 a German-language weekly, 
the Bellville Wochenbhft, began publication. Another newspaper was published by a black 
schoolteacher for several years before 1900. 

In 1914 Bellville had two banks, a creamery, an ice plant, and telegraph and telephone 
connections. Oil was discovered in the county in 1915, and the development of the local 
oilfields further spurred the town's growth. By 1928 the population was 2,000. It fell 
during the Great Depressionp to 1,300 by the eve of World War II," but subsequently 
grew slowly. By the early 1950s the population once again reached 2,000, and in the late 
1980s it surpassed 3,000. The number of businesses similarly declined during the years of 
the depression, from ninety-five in 1931 to seventy-five in 1940. After the war, however, 
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the town's economy also recovered, and despite occasional drops, the number of 
businesses gradually increased. In 1991 Bellville had 100 businesses; the largest share of 
receipts came from retail sales, light manufacturing, and oil production. The population in 
1990 was 3,378, and in 2000 it was 3,794. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Austin Counry: Beilage zum Bellville Wochenblatt, den atten Texanern 
gewiahet undden jungen Texanem zu Nutz' und Frommen (Bellville, Texas: Bellville 
Wochenblan, 1899). 

Christopher Long 

Recommended citation: 
"BELLVILLE, TX." The Handhk of Texas Online. 
< h t ~ : / / ~ . t s h a . u t e x a s . e d u / h a n d b o o k / o n  [Accessed Sat Jul3 1 
16.45:56 US/Central2004 1. 

The Handbook ofTexas Online is a joint project of The General Libraries at the University of Texas at 
Austin ~t~://www.lib.utexas.edu) and the Texas State Historical Association Olnp:/hvww.tsha.utexas.edu) 

Copyright 0, The Texas State Historical Association, 1997-2002 
Last Updated: July 23,2002 
Comments to: comments.tsha@lib.utexas.edu 
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?3 East Main, PO Box 870 
BeUvHIe Taus 774184I870 

979885-3407 
small: bellvlllech.mber@sbcolobal.ml 

Small enough to care....... Large enough to serve 

Belle of the Bluebonnet Country, is the County Seat of 

Just because we have 
beautiful wildflowers, 
rolling hills, and a 
picturesque country 
town, doesn't mean were 
not interested in 
economic growth. We 
continue to bloom 
behind our small town 
image. We welcome and 
actively pursue economic 
growth. Whether it is  an 

Austin County, Texas. I t 's close in proximity to Houston, but noted for typifying the small 
town country life. 

Founded in 1848 and incorporated in 1927, Bellville enjoys a population of approximately 
3,800 residents. This desirable location is about 60 miles west of Houston, 13 miles north of 
Interstate Highway 10 & 18 miles south of Texas Highway 290. A t  an elevation of 275 feet 
above sea level, Bellville stands in timeless harmony with its green rolling hills, and 
spectacular wildflower displays from early spring through late summer. Initially settled by 
Thomas and lames Bell who immigrated from Florida in 1822, as some of Stephen F. 
Austin's earliest settlers. They donated over 145 acres to Austin County, and Bellville was 
named for them. Churches, a log cabin, and a wooden courthouse were the first public 
structures in Bellville. Most of the residents were farmers, and the town grew slowly until 
the coming of the Santa Fe Railroad in 1880, when the population rose from 300 people to 
1,000 residents within three years. 

Bellville's population is served by an aldermanic form of government and city owned and 
operated utilities. LCRA electrical power is supplied to residents of Bellville through the City 
of Bellville and San Bernard Electric Cooperative serves the county. Texas Southeastern Gas 
Company furnishes natural gas to Bellville. 
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industrial or retail 
location looking Many state and county offices are conveniently located in the Austin County courthouse, and 
for, a country home or the city also has a local school district, a city library, a local post office, a weekly newspaper, 
that Long awaited four financial institutions, and a variety of small businesses, merchants, and industry. 
retirement place, we have Some added resources of Bellville include available housinq, including apartments, and 
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the team you'll need to 
help you with that 
important decision 

Come for a day, a 
week or a lifetime. 

- .  
townhouses, and convenient sites for clean industrial and retaiidevelopment. 

Bellville is a charming, clean, well planned community, featuring a colorful mixture of 
various cultures. With smog-free air, a pastoral atmosphere, and high accessibility to major 
highways, Bellville offers many desirable features to the visitor, the resident, and various 
business interests. 

Come for a visit ..... Stay for a lifetime 

~ CONGRATULATIONS JULY YARD 
OF THE MONTH WINNER: ~ 

I 733 SOUTH TESCH IN 
BELLVILLE! ! ! 

Thanks for visiting our website! 
Now come visit us in Bellville and 

get a taste of the country for 
yourself! We've got an 

unbelievable selection of shops 8 
many wonderful restauran ts... bes 

of all, we've got the greatest, 
friendliest people in Texas! 

Carolyn 

Next Saturday Market Day 

August 7th 
830am 'til 5pm 

Featuring Live Entertainment 
with Troy Amdt 

On the Square in Historic Downtown 
Bellville, Texas 

"BE THERE OR BE SQUAREI" 

Market Day details and application have changed. 
click here for the most current Market Day 

application, rules and dates ... 
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i 3  E..t Mmin. PO Box 070 
Bellvilla Texas 77418-0870 

979-805-5407 
smail: bdlvl~hambsrrP.bcplob.l.nat 

MfUUi3fLfC 
Categories Customer Name Address Contact Web Adi 

! 1 3300 {Carol Davis b.vw. blisswood. 
IBreakfast iLehmann 1 
$ jLegacy Ln j $ ....... ",,~ ......... ." ......... .,,,,. *.< .... _," ,.,.." . .............................. ~ - .....,...., *,,,,- .,,, .., ,,,,~.,~,.~,.* .... ~.,.*.-..,: .......... ~ ........ ~~ ..,....,....,......,..................\ ......................... ., ....... 

18482 
:Bermuda 
!Drive 
...~ .... ~ ...... ~ ................... 
i 14022 

]Joyce 
iMarik 

iPete 8 
.......... .."".".."."I ..1."1_ ............ 

kAccommodationsiSouthwini Bed 8 ;Sycamore iGinny hww.catsDrinab 
!Rd, 
..I ... 
!New Ulm 

iEscdante 
!Thomas 
iSuflield 

.........+.,..,..-..-... ............... 

,_......""A ............... " .... 
Iwww . cedarscab 

1 ,Accommodation 

Just because we have 
beautiful wildflowers, ;Accommodation 
rolling hills, and a 

.... ~ ................... 

Dicturesaue countrv ..........I~ ... ............. 4 .. - i 
iHotel'Mote' i l l 1  E Main IEd Wang 1 town, doesn't mean were 

not interested in ;Accommodationsiwavna 
economic growth. We 
continue to bloom 
behind our small town 

actively pursue economic 
growth. Whether it is  an 
industrial or retail 
location you're looking 

for, a home Or that long awaited 
retirement dace. we have 

www. karmelhou 
image. We welcome and ............ ........... " ....... 

www.lewishous6 

the team you'll need to i $217 S i help YOU with that ;Accommodations$Ramada Ltd. jMmrke+ 2 ....I...-. : I i important decision ...... "...~ ......................................................................... __.. .._. ........... Lv ..... "~ .... "~,.-~ .-;----"*.---".---.;-. ............................ ". ........... 
I 

Come for a day, a :Accommodations;Time i {Somewhere In {I034 {Tesch S. ;Linda iBurling $www.somewher 
week 0~ e I ife&e. ..", 5 ..... ~~,-.G-~ ............ ~~ ........... ..... j_ ..... --... ................... -"..- J--%.-- I_-.. .. t-~ .-.-.-......... ......- ........ 

;AccommodationsITexas Ranch Life jP0 Box 803 ;John Elick :.w.texasranct 
j ; 

7 '. 
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$Prescott Tax 110 S. 3 

.:Accounting ;Sewices jHolland 1 

5 

.:Advertising jRMac jDeborra i ;POBOX 178 ~McCombs 
. . ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ - , .  .............. 

i 
Box 345 iSharon 

IRethwisch ; 

+ww.garamouni :Advertising/ !Paramount ! :Larry 
!Promotional :Promotions 1227 Main ]Kuciemba 

www. brandedvo 

.-- ..*.."..,*"* -..-. 

..................... 
5 

:Art ;I 3 1 R East !Kathleen i 
:Studio/Gallery ]Top ofthe Stain !Main Street jBernard 

:Attorney 

ey 
............ 
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Dealership ......................................... .......................................... 
'Automobile Tegeler Ford 

$First National !lo0 East ]Keith 
$Bank of Belbille !Main Street ;Kidwell ]w.fnbbellville 'Bank 

............................. 
k 

_. ,.,.. ............... 
The Hair Studio 

$Mike Hopkins jpo Box ,919 i i :Beer Distributor ZDistributing 
3 

....I . .....-.. .................. 

...... ......................... ....................................... 

......................................... .......................................... ............................................ 
:Catering Jacks Cook 

Shack 
......................................... .......................................... 

Mikeska's 
:Catering Bar-8-Q 8 

Catering ......................................... .......................................... 
< IP 8 R Catering !I704 3 
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.............................................. 

St. Peter 8 Paul 
Catholic Church 

............................................ 

................. ....... ,,,, .... ., ............ 

3 
‘Karen or ZTek-Com 

;Technologies, i765 W. Main iCindy ?mvw. tek-mm .a 
ilW 

;Computer 

.......... 

...,....-. 
e 
rett 
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wwwaustincour ..... 
;Fair Assoc. iRathbone I :! 

.~ : ......................................... i .............................................. 
;County Services 

I ............... .......................... 
;Dance Studio ceXtreme i3 E. Main 

........................ 

.............. ................................... ......................................... 
!Farms 8 Fm 5 
:Ranches 

I 
'Farm 8 Ranch lTexas Watermill $05 Nelius iRon 
;Services $ i Rd jMeteney I !www. kinetico.co 

................................. .,".. 

........I.. ........... ~ ........ 

jwww.rockinatxc 3Janie i317E. Main jBennett .Farm/Ranch 8 :Rocking 6 
:Cowboy Supply $Cowboy Supply i 
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A.G. Edwards 8 :Financial 
: ........................................ 

!.Capital Farm 
:Credit \8 East Palm \ :Financial 

i ;.y,*.~..~v.~ .... __ ............... .................... "*, ..... A- ......... ....,.. ......... -...-*.- ... >" -.i ~~~,~~,"~- ,~".xr- ; . -"~-~-"~~.-~~~ 

;Financial !M. C. Byrd 8 j633 W. Main 
Company !Suite B 
i 

.Financial !Waddell and 
;Reed Financial j 

Gwen 
:Henson 

Services 
Ueckerl Flower 
:Shop 

rBeliville Quick 

. ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ , _ _ - - . ~ _ . w  ........ 

.... " ............ _..~ 

;Food jStop/ GBW Deli 

.... ~1 .... ~ . . . ~ ~ ~ . ~  .......... 

."x ......... 

......................................... 

:Food 
:. ........... 

'Food 

i 'Luis 
I i864 East Hill jorosCeta !Las Fuentes 

2 ? ..\L .......................................... j .................................. .- ....... " .................. 

i21 South Bell !Wanda 
'Magpie's :. !Street lBuntzel 

: ........................................ 2 .......... " ............. " ............... ! ................................. r\ ........ ................ 

Food 

http://www.bellville.com/members.htm 

!504 E. Main {Mike 
/Newman's 

w.aaedward: 

rwwcapitalfarn 

......................................... 

w.citywide-m 

w. Ipl.com/mc 

w.ahenson.H 

............. zii .... ." ... XI.......-.......... 

...... - .............. x ............................ 

.................................. .............. 

.......................................... 

vww.thehillresk 

vww.LasFuente 

.......................................... 

........................ " ................ 

.............. .,.. 1.~1 ...................... 

713 1/04 
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.......................... 

$Donuts 3 

3 

3 
3 

,.,I ..,. ........................ 
:Fuel 

: ............. ' ................................... ..................... 
:Fuel i800 W. Main 

$ t 
I 

.............................. 

ecreation Club :N :Nichols 
I 

......................................... .............................................................................. ............................. 
'Golf Course :The Falls Golf 3750 North i ............ ~ ~ ~~ 

h u b  8 Resort !Falls Drive i 
......................................... ...... 
iGrocerv 

I :Front Street !Russell 
........................................ 
Grocery 

? 

......................... 
;Grocery 

.............. " .................... 
:A Hands-on 

.Health 8 Fitness IApproach. 

......... " .............................. ;Massage _. ... 
jArbonne 

_. 

hternational, Health 8 Fitness Skin 

!1535 Bell !Chuck 
'Oaks Drive !Olson 

:?I4 East :Mandy 
!Wendt jNevin 

~ .... b.- .... ........ " ............... _. ...... 

......................................... 

;Health 8 Fitness 
......................................... 

;Health & Fitness 
......................................... ................... 

:Health 8 Fitness 

http://www.bellville.com/members.htm 

" ......................... ....... ". .......... 

............................................. 

............................................ 

ww. thefallsres 

w. brookshire 

....... ..................... 

e. ahandsonap 
... .̂........-........-.-.._I .... 

NWW. balance1 0 

.......................................... 
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;Front Street 
: 

Fitness 

......~ .. ... ..... 
www.sierraclass 

.............. .A" 

;Hospital 
www. bellvilleho! 

........I ^ 

IMarian Balke > 
i Street 

:Individual 
................... 

!Individual 
:Individual w.house.stat 

............................................ ......................................... 

................ 
'Individ 

i 

..................................... 
: :I05 E. 3 

:Individual :Dr. R. A. Neely lHacienda i 

!Individual 
............................ ......................... 

:Individual 

$ww.txfb-ins.coi 
....................................... ............................ 

!Insurance 

:Farmers 
$nsurance/Schmid[l2 South jGeorgianne 
$Insurance :Holland iSchmid ,www.farmers.co :Insurance 

j.". .... 

2 
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PO Box 26 ;Kenneth 

'Internet Provider istatwisp Network i320 S Tesch 1 
1 

i 
........ " .. ".........."................."... ........ "..".."... .... ." 
,irl-r $Texas :127 ilnternet Provlu.l 

:.. ............................... 

:Lawn Services 
:... .................................... 

'a 
.............. 

iGreen Lawn \Po Box 454 :James jLuedke ;Lawn Services 

'Landscape i34West ; 
:Lawn Services ~lnnovations iHilburn 

:I055 S. :David :Lawn Services  PSI Irrigation iMechanic iHerring 
3 

'Lawnlpasture jTractor Mowing '1398 :Ed Maher Services iGrahamRd i 

.............................. ~: ......... 

jHorton Street !Luedke 
3 

http://www.bellville.com/members.htm 

.. .._....................-.......__..... .. 
w.lklinsuranc 

w. thriventm 
I ...... ".. ....... "* ....... *... .................. 

w.cobaltbroa 

w. industryine 

.̂.......̂...._.."_ ..... _ "~  ...... 

w.starwisp.ni 

w. texas-broa 

........................................... 

............. " ...................... ....... 

........... .,.... ............ ....~. ........................................ 

w bellvilletub 

vww. cocacola. c 
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> :Forms ;Hacienda i 

www.newrnark.c 

i 
:Manufacturing jNevins, Inc. ;POBOX 108 j 

jwww. tesco-ind.c 
...... ....... i .............................................. 

I 
2 Hiahwav 159 !Dan Hord I 

! 
: ....................................... .............................. r ............. I .................. 
:Meat Market her's Meats, j324 FM 529 

j 
: ........................................ ............................................ 
!Meat Market www. bisoncentr 

$Specialty Meats 

..... 

..... 

: ........................................ ...... , .................................. ................. ....................... 
The Belhrille r1 OB East 

;;www.sealvnews i '193 Schmidt iJoanie 
jGriffin !Newspaper ;The Sealy Times jRoad 

.- ...... ~ ............. 

;Citizens Law' j !Organizations i 

$Academy 
3 

...................... > ................. ~ ...................... 
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,.bellville 

!Christmas Wish ipo Box 44 !Ellen ' 

:Wetherington{ .Organizations !Foundation 

'Brenda j 
;Pharmacy jThrifly Pharmacy 1308 W. Main &Ison 2 

www.cbmarekre 

x l... 6.  ~ //. ~ ..:... ~ .~~. .~. .. . .. . ..~. .... . . .. .~. .... ~. . . . .~ . . . . . . 
:Real Estate Kennedv Countrv i2600 Becker i 

www. therealestz 

.com/members. htm 713 1/04 
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www. har.com/cc 

:A. J. Smith 

;Grawunder 
236 S. Front !or Vonnie 

'21 South Bell :Shawn I 
!Retail :Amber's Garden iStreet !Rosa 3 

Retail 

Retail i ;Cottage ;6 N. Holland ;Jackie :www.cottonwoq 3 

Retail 
I 

!Country Shop i20 E. Main !Brenda r 
I 

'Retail .Nothing Ordinary 1123 E. Main 

." 1.11 I ..~ ...,.. 
Twin Sisters 

$Recreational !Road 

www. bellville. k l  

$Independent {Main Street 
.... x ..... 
;sc 
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:Services ;Richter's Heating lHwy 159 E. 
!and Air iBellville 

......................................... ..... 
Services 

{Wash of Bellville .;Main jBoehm 
.......................... .................... 

Time Solutions- 
:Sewices 

................................ ~ . , . ~  ....... i ............................................. 
Services 50 FM 109 iButch 

$ 'Faske 
3 

3More ' 

$Alexander !I05 East :Glenn $ 

;Surveying iLuhn i ;Alexander $ Surveying 
I ............. 

ing $A-S 
ilnte 

:www.4asurvey.c 
t- 

j ........................................ 1 .......................................... 5 .................... 
jTires !Wellborn Tires 

I 

........................................ .......................................... ............................................ 
!Title Company Bellville Abstract 

Company 
................ ...................................... ............. 
:Title C otts Title n 

ompany 
i ................................. .......I.. ......................................... ............ 
!Travel Agency :The Great 

~ {Tours 
$Escape Travel 8 

........................................ 3 .......................................... 
Utilities $City of Bellville i30 South ;Lynn iwww. c i t v o f b u  

:Holland ;Roberts, : 
............................. __.F ... . 
iJlilities 

.............. >" ....... _. .................................. 

iVeterinaty www.rnvctexasAI 
~ ..... ............... 
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